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Through photovoice,

are learning about cancer in their communities 
and promoting community engagement 

around cancer risk factors and risk reduction. 

APPALACHIAN KENTUCKY 
STUDENTS

Appalachian Career Training In Oncology (ACTION) Program



Photovoice Project
 Using a photovoice (a community-based 

participatory method) framework, ACTION 
students took photographs of objects or 
scenes in their communities that represent 
the causes and consequences of cancer. 

 The photos have been shared through the 
social media platform Instagram. 

 Public exhibits throughout Kentucky and 
nationally, including the Kentucky State 
Capitol Building. 

 Content analysis was used to identify 
themes that the photos and captions fit.





Results: A Closer Look
Images capture:
 The prevalence of tobacco in Appalachia 
 The presence of harmful chemicals, 

including those related to the coal industry
 Unhealthy food options and eating habits 
 Risky behaviors (e.g., smoking, tanning)  
 Access to care issues
 Awareness and items that remind students 

of family and friends that have had cancer 

Key takeaway: the photos align with key health 
behaviors and social determinants of health that 
drive the high cancer rates in the region.

Source: Gaines K, Martin C, Prichard C, Vanderford NL. Through the Lens: Youth Experiences with 
Cancer in Rural Appalachian Kentucky Using Photovoice. Int J Environ Res Public Health. 2021;19(1):205.
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4 MINUTES FOR
CANCER RESEARCH

4 Minutes for Cancer Research is a competition that challenges graduate 
students and postdocs to present their research to a general audience in four 
minutes using only one slide. The goal is to increase trainees’ science 
communication skills, emphasizing their ability to describe how and why their 
research impacts Kentuckians.
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Intro Session Work Sessions 2 & 3 Two Rounds of Competition

Winner presented at 
Markey Cancer 
Research Day

4 MINUTES FOR
CANCER RESEARCH
4 MINUTES FOR
CANCER RESEARCH

Communicating Impact
“Your overall impact score is the key review outcome, the 
main basis for a funding decision by an NIH Institute.”
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