Dr. Nastaran (Nas) Zahir is the Acting Director of the Center for Cancer Training and Branch
Director of the Cancer Training Branch at the National Cancer Institute (NCI). Dr. Zahir
leads strategic initiatives for training in cancer research and designs operational
frameworks for a portfolio of over a thousand fellowships, training grants, research
education, and career development programs with annual NCI investments of over $230M.
Dr. Zahir strives to foster collaborative team science and support cancer education,
outreach, and advocacy activities spanning the cancer research continuum. In 2023, Dr.
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aresearch scientist at the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory in the areas of plasma
physics and radiation biology and imaging. Dr. Zahir received a Ph.D. in Bioengineering
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